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Mobile, Mobile County, ||labama. 49-MOBI 

Ownership; 

Present Owner;  J. W. Olens&y. January 4t 1917 to present 
time, 

previous Owners; Henry Hitchcock. April 10, 1836, 
Farmers koan and 'Trust <$o. 4ept« 1, 1836, 
Henry Hitchcock. May 23, 1828, 
Joseph fower-thwaite, feb. 8, 1840. 
James Diindos. Sept. 8; 1841. 
John j|. Campbell, |pril 24, 1842. 
iamuel St. lohn. January 25, 1849. 
ugustus Brooks. Bee. 20, 1856. 

John Lawrence iavretta. June 30, 1860. 
^eovannie Lawrence £avretta. I'eb. ;88, 3,894, 
iph^taiitine Lavretta. March £4, 1896* 

^w"       Bate of Kreotion; 1826 - 1837. 

Architect; jlnknown. Pt>ss>b/u Charles D«ki», Te*^et &&rh&.y 

Builder; Henry Hitchcock. 

present gondition:    Sair. 

lumber of gtorjea;        Three. 

Materials of ^ongtraetioni Brick masonry;  one of several 
intereeting titree story types existing in Hew Orleans and 
Charleston. Interior of plaster with wood trim. 

Other Existing Records; 

See; Hamilton® -  »QOI,0ftI&D HOMES -» MQBISB  Of 
THE £IVB FLAUT      *     : " ~^" 

Compiled' by:  Katherine Floyd, Auburn, Ala. 

Approved;  E..Walter Burkbardt> District Officer, HABS 
3/17/1937 

'■T-.i'iW.; 8/4/37 
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Additional Data;     First settlement of Motile was made by 
the Prencb at what is now called twenty seven mile bluff on 
Mobile £iver. In 1711 the ©olony was moved to the present 
location of the oity, where fort Sonde, later called fort 
Charlotte, was buiit. 9?he building now at 67 & 69 Government 
Street stands upon a lot which was a part of the site of fort 
©onde, in a square bounded by Koyal, Government, Water and 
dhurch Streets* 

Shortly after this territory was ta&en e 
over by the United States in 1614, ©ongress ordered the - 
demolition of the old fort and the ground was out up into 
lots and sold at a public sale in October 1820, most of the 1$ 
lots going to the Mobile lot lompany which was organized 
expressly to buy up the lots* By 1835 George E. Holt had 
acquired all the lots except three, one of which was owned 
by Henry Hitchcock. Holt sold his holdings together with 
cotton press and warehouses to the Mobile Steam Cotton 
Press and Building Go* March 2, 1835. and on the same day 
Hitchcock disposed of his lot to the same company. Eecords of 
these sales in the Probate #ourt of Mobile lounty show that 
Henry Hitchcock was president of this cotton press and 

bbuilding company. Between 1835 ~ 1836, this company acquired 
the other two parcels of the land and then on Jjpril 10, 1836 
sold the entire site together with cotton press and etc* to 
Henry Hitchcock and shortly thereafter he built the structure 
at what is now 67 & 69 government Street. 

For more than 45 years the Lavrettas 
operated a ^Coffee Saloon? which occupied the entire first 
story, and here gathered all politically minded citizens to 
discuss and plan the political activity of the period, it is 
said that in this restaurant, much of Mobile's history was 
written over steaming cups of coffee for which the place was 
famous * 

She upper stories of this building are 
divided into two dwelling apartments, each with rear - 
extensions or servant quarters. For fifteen years it has 
stood vacant but is still a subject for discussion among 
old citizens, and many are the stories told of its old days* 

Source of Material;  Edward W. Bus-sell* 
Mobile, Alabama. 
Records of Proteate eourt of Mobile. 
Mobile,  Alabama. 


